HOW SHOULD A LIBERAL DEMOCRACY REACT TO
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION CLAIMS?
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Conscience in Legal Perspective: Challenges and Controversies 15:05

Panel Two:

This panel will consider the legal reaction to and treatment of conscientious objections claims,
including human rights-based claims in healthcare, in the provision of services for same-sex marriage,
and in resistance to authoritarian regimes, focusing in particular on such issues as the systemic
effects on third parties of such conscience claims and the expanded meaning of ‘complicity’ in such
contexts.

15:05 Chair: Professor David Smith, RCSI University of Medicine and Health Sciences
15:10 Panellists: Advocate General Gerard Hogan, Court of Justice of the European Union
15:20 Professor Ronan McCrea, University College London

15:30 Dr Regina McQuillan, St Francis Hospice

15:40 Discussion/Q&A

16:05 Ends

Gerard Hogan was a lecturer in law at the Law School, Trinity College Dublin between 1982 and
2007. He was called to Bar in 1984 and made Senior Counsel in 1997. He was appointed a judge of
the High Court in 2010 and appointed a judge of the Court of Appeal in 2014. In October 2018 he
took up a position as Advocate General at the Court of Justice of the European Union.

Ronan McCrea is Professor of Constitutional and European Law at University College London and
a barrister. He is graduate of Trinity College Dublin and the London School of Economics and has
graduate degrees in political science and in law. He was formerly a référendaire (judicial clerk) at the
Court of Justice of the European Union and writes regularly for The Irish Times on legal issues.

Regina McQuillan is a palliative medicine consultant at St Francis Hospice and Beaumont
Hospital. She has a particular interest for access to services for people from disadvantaged groups
such as members of the Travelling Community, people with disabilities. She has an interest in
education for healthcare students, staff and the public.

David Smith is Associate Professor of Healthcare Ethics in RCSI University of Medical and Health
Sciences. He is responsible for the undergraduate and postgraduate healthcare ethical curriculum in
the University. He is the Director of the MSc in Health Care Ethics and Law in RCSI.
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