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Irish Black poplar Genetic Finger Printing Project-Phase 2

Black poplaris a rare tree in Ireland. Eleven wild trees and four
planted trees from Lough Allen, eight trees from Laois, Offaly,
Tipperary, Limerick and Antrim and a sapling propagated from seed
collected in Co. Laois were genotyped to determine their clone line.
The wild Lough Allen trees were assigned to nine clones unique to
Lough Allen, with three trees being assigned to one clone. The four
planted Lough Allen trees were assigned to two clones. Three of the
trees were assigned to a female clone (clone 133) previously found in
Ireland. One tree was assigned to a male clone (clone 34) previously
found in Ireland and Britain. The trees from Laois, Offaly, Tipperary
and Limerick were also assigned to Clone 133, however, the tree
from Antrim was assigned to a previously unrecorded clone (Clone
146).

Parentage analysis of the wild Lough Allen trees indicates they are
the progeny of the two clones identified from planted trees in the
area. Parentage analysis of the Laois seedling indicates it is the
progeny of two widespread planted clones in Ireland and Britain.
This study suggests that black poplar in Ireland originated from a
number of imported clones, principally fror:Britain.

The results of this project will be combined with the results from the
2020 project and, along with an updated Irish distribution map for
the species, be published as a paper in a scientific journal. The results
may also be presented at a relevant conference, such as the BSBI
(Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland) Irish Conference or the
Irish Ecological Association Conference.
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The genetic analysis was carried out in the UK by Forest research.

n/a

Unfortunately due to COVID 19 restrictions | have been unable to
present my work at public lectures or at conferences.





