Press release from the Royal Irish Academy

Placing our heritage: launch of the printed and digital collections of the Irish Historic Towns Atlas for Cork/Corcaigh.
The historical atlas of Cork, both printed and digital collections, which explores the city from its origins in c. 625 AD to the present, was launched today by Cllr Dan Boyle, Lord Mayor of Cork City in the Royal Irish Academy today (21 November 2024). This event marks the culmination of many years of research and collaboration by the Irish Historic Towns Atlas (IHTA) and published by the Royal Irish Academy. It brings together the print, digital, learning resources and preservation elements of IHTA Cork research where displays and digital demonstrations were available for those present in an immersive experience. The event also marked the launch of Irish Historic Towns Atlas collections in the Digital Repository of Ireland (DRI). 
Printed publication:
From map and history enthusiasts to those who are just discovering the city, once opened, IHTA no. 31 Cork/Corcaigh promises a voyage of discovery of 1400 years of history. It presents historic maps, town plans and illustrations that trace the development of the city. A text booklet consists of a descriptive essay and gazetteer of topographical sites have been included in this weighty tome, drawing on hundreds of primary and secondary sources for Cork city.
The printed publication includes 40 loose sheets of maps and plates, 25 facsimiles of historic maps, 17 bespoke town plans and thematic maps, 61 topographical views and early photographs, a 40,000-word descriptive essay, and details of 13,000 sites from streets to buildings from over 600 various sources for Cork and urban history. 
Digital collections: 
The Digital Atlas of Cork/Corcaigh has 6,245 urban sites including over 800 streets, plotted on a Geographical Information System (GIS) where users can browse the digital atlas or search for a specific site in the city. They can also select and view features associated with specific time periods, from medieval times to the present day and view the city with different layer of Ordnance Survey maps from the 1840s to today. The Digital Atlas of Cork/Corcaigh will be of interest to a wide range of individuals from the ‘rebel city’ and beyond, including students of all levels and their teachers, researchers and planners.
The data used to compile the Digital Atlas of Cork/Corcaigh is now available as part of the Digital Repository of Ireland so users can interact and download the data sets for their own research. Learning resources, such as instructional video tutorials and user guides to the atlas are also available. 
* 	*	*
Quotes on the printed atlas: 
Upon seeing the atlas earlier this month, an Tánaiste, Micheál Martin T.D. said:

‘I am delighted to see Cork city added to the Royal Irish Academy’s Irish Historic Towns Atlas series, where it joins over 600 towns and cities across Europe that have been covered as part of what is an international initiative that highlights the importance of understanding of our urban heritage.
 
This wonderful collection of maps and images, presented alongside the remarkable detail of the accompanying text, offers a new way of accessing the history and geography of our city. The Irish Historic Towns Atlas builds on a rich tradition of mapping in Cork and is a valuable resource for the better understanding of the unique urban character and history of our city.’

Furthermore, Ciara Brett, City Archaeologist, Cork City Council remarked that:

‘Cork City Council were delighted to offer its financial support and partner with the Royal Irish Academy’s Irish Historic Towns Atlas to see the volume on Cork city to fruition. IHTA Cork/Corcaigh will contribute immensely to the work of Cork City Council and the wider community in Cork particularly those working in education, planning, architecture and conservation.’

She added that this partnership 'offered an ideal opportunity to deepen knowledge of the development of the Cork city in a collaborative way.’


The Irish Historic Towns Atlas of Cork is published by the Royal Irish Academy in association with Cork City Council. Maps are produced in association with Tailte Éireann.

'...a serious publication of immense value to architects, planners and brave builders; but also a treasure-trove of luminous images for the general reader.' 
· Thomas McCarthy, The Irish Times, 11 May 2024

'This is the kind of publication that makes a bookaholic purr.' ... 'to be treasured as an heirloom' 
· John Kirkaldy, Books Ireland Magazine, May 2024

Cork/Corcaigh is available from bookshops nationwide today or can be ordered from ria.ie/cork. 
Quotes on the Digital Atlas: 
Commenting on the launch, Virginia Teehan, Chief Executive, The Heritage Council said:
‘Maps are one of the most important human inventions as they allow people to explore and understand the world, through the science of cartography. Historical maps depict past interpretations of reality and events and represent contemporary social and cultural trends. Artistically, they are beautiful. The use of digital technologies opens new opportunities for cartography and for the users of maps. The Digital Atlas of Cork/Corcaigh will greatly facilitate easy access to the rich array of source materials for understanding the evolution of Cork. The Heritage Council is very pleased to support this work and congratulates the Irish Historic Towns Atlas, Royal Irish Academy and partners Cork City Council, Digital Repository of Ireland, Tailte Éireann and the National Archives of Ireland for bringing this to fruition.’
Ciara Brett, City Archaeologist, Cork City Council said:
‘The Cork volume of the Irish Historic Towns Atlas is the most ambitious to date, with over 6,000 sites identified in the digital interactive map. The digitising of the research compiled by Howard Clarke and Máire Ní Laoi, led by Sarah Gearty and Rachel Murphy and the team at the Royal Irish Academy, has resulted in a remarkable resource, which will contribute immensely to the work of Cork City Council and the wider professional community in Cork particularly those working in archives, museums, education, planning, architecture and conservation. The Digital Atlas, when utilised with the forthcoming printed Atlas, will be a great benefit to the study of the changing urban environment and will provide practical assistance in the preparation and implementation of planning policy and development management in the City. The IHTA Cork/Corcaigh volume in digital format will add to the existing corpus of published material and will, I believe, encourage future research and study that will enhance our understanding and appreciation of our city.’
Michael Potterton, Maynooth University and chair of the Irish Historic Towns Atlas said:
‘The release of the Irish Historic Towns Atlas Digital Atlas of Cork/Corcaigh marks a major milestone in the history of both the IHTA and recent research on the evolution of Cork city through the ages. Never before has such a breadth of detailed historical information been made available digitally and interactively for an Irish place. Indeed, the Digital Atlas of Cork/Corcaigh is a model to be followed internationally.’
Lisa Griffith, Director of Digital Repository of Ireland said: 
‘We are delighted to work with the IHTA to provide access and long-term digital preservation for the Digital Atlas of Cork data set. It provides huge insights into the development of Cork City and can be used by researchers from a wide variety of disciplines to produce further insights on the city. It joins a growing number of collections about Cork City and County in the Repository.’
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Cork/Corcaigh: Irish Historic Towns Atlas No 31: brilliant writing with stellar maps – Thomas McCarthy, The Irish Times, 11 May 2024
Only superlatives will do for this outstanding production – John Kirkaldy, Books Ireland Magazine, 3 May 2024
Irish Historic Towns Atlas - IHTA
The Irish Historic Towns Atlas is a long-term research programme of the Royal Irish Academy. Since publication began in 1986, thirty atlases of Irish towns and cities, north and south, have been published. The atlases are produced following basic principles, making it possible to compare and contrast places with one another. Cork will join the cities of Dublin, Belfast, Galway and Limerick; and regional towns of Bandon and Youghal already covered in the Irish series; as well as over 600 European towns and cities produced as part of a wider International scheme.
See www.ihta.ie for more information.
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